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Books to support your research 
This is a selective list of print and e-books available from Oxford Brookes University Library which focus 
on planning and conducting PhD research. For further ideas and help: 
 
 Search the Library’s search service, available at 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/   
 Take a look at the Library Web pages for researchers at  
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/researchers.html 
 Contact your Academic Liaison Librarian. A list of Librarians can be found at 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/substaff.html 
 
 
1) Writing research proposals  
Guides to the process of formulating a research question, choosing your research methods, planning 
your research, and writing your proposal. 
 
Aldridge, J. and Derrington, A. (2012). The research funding toolkit. London: SAGE. 
Bentley, P. (2012). The PhD application handbook.  Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Berry, D. (2010). Gaining funding for research: a guide for academics and institutions.  Maidenhead, 
Hampshire: Open University Press. 
Coley, S. M. (2007). Proposal writing: effective grantmanship. 3rd ed.  London: SAGE. 
Denicolo, P. and Becker, L. (2012). Developing research proposals. London: SAGE. 
Denscombe, M. (2012). Research Proposals: A Practical Guide.  Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Locke, L. F., Spirduso, W. W. and Silverman, S. J. (2014). Proposals that work : a guide for planning 
dissertations and grant proposals. 6th ed.  London: SAGE. 
O'Neal-McElrath, T. (2013). Winning grants step by step: the complete workbook for planning, 
developing and writing. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. . [E-book] 
Peters, A. D. (2003). Winning research funding.  Aldershot: Gower. 
Punch, K. (2006). Developing effective research proposals. 2nd ed.  London: SAGE. 
Walliman, N. S. R. (2011). Your research project: designing and planning your work. 3rd ed.  London: 
SAGE.  
 
 
2) Doing PhD research 
Books about managing a research project. Many of these are step-by step guides to the whole research 
process, from the formulation of the initial idea to the writing up and disseminating of results. 
 
Bell, J. (2014). Doing your research project: a guide for first-time researchers in education, health and 
social science. 6th ed.  Maidenhead: Open University Press. [Print and e-book] 
Berry, R. (2004). The research project: how to write it. 5th ed.  London: Routledge. 
Blaxter, L., Hughes, C. and Tight, M. (2010). How to research. 4th ed.  Milton Keynes: Open University 
Press. [Print and e-book]  
Brause, R. S. (2000). Writing your doctoral dissertation: invisible rules for success.  London: Routledge 
Farmer. 
Cryer, P. (2006). The research student's guide to success. 3rd ed.  Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Drake, P. and Heath, L. (2011). Practitioner research at doctoral level: developing coherent research 
methodologies.  London: Routledge. 
Finn, J. A. (2005). Getting a PhD: an action plan to help manage your research, your supervisor and 
your project.  London: Routledge. 
Gash, S. (2000). Effective literature searching for research 2nd ed.  Aldershot: Gower. 
Hunt, A. (2005). Your research project : how to manage it London: Routledge. 
Lee, N.-J. (2009). Achieving your professional doctorate : a handbook. Maidenhead: Open University 
Press. 
Leedy, P. D. and Ormrod, J. E. (2010). Practical research: planning and design. 9th ed.  London: 
Pearson Education International. 
Marshall, S. (2010). Your PhD companion: a handy mix of practical tips, sound advice and helpful 
commentary to see you through your PhD. 3rd ed.  Oxford: How To Books. 
Moore, N. (2006). How to do research: a practical guide to designing and managing research projects. 
3rd rev. ed.  London: Facet.  
Nettles, M. T. (2006). Three magic letters: getting to Ph.D.  London: Johns Hopkins University Press. 
O'Leary, Z. (2014). The essential guide to doing your research project. 2nd ed. London: Sage. 
Petre, M. and Rugg, G. (2010). The unwritten rules of PhD research. 2nd ed. Maidenhead: Open 
University Press. [E-book] 
Phillips, E. and Pugh, D. S. (2010). How to get a PhD : a handbook for students and their supervisors. 
5th ed. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Powell, S. (2008). Returning to study for a research degree. 2nd ed. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Pryor, G. (2012). Managing research data. London: Facet  
Ridley, D. (2012). The literature review: a step-by-step guide for students. 2nd ed. London: SAGE.  
Rugg, G. (2010). The unwritten rules of PhD research.  2nd ed. Maidenhead: Open University Press 
[Print and e-book] 
Rumsey, S. (2008). How to find information: a guide for researchers. 2nd ed.  Maidenhead: Open 
University Press. [Print and e-book] 
Russell, L. (2008). Dr. Dr., I feel like-- doing a PhD.  London: Continuum. 
Scott, D. et al. (2004). Professional doctorates: integrating professional and academic knowledge.  
Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Thomas, G. (2013). How to do your research project: a guide for students in education and applied 
social sciences. 2nd ed. London: SAGE. 
Thomson, P. and Walker, M. (eds.) (2010). The Routledge doctoral student's companion: getting to grips 
with research in education and the social sciences. London: Routledge. 
Trafford, V. (2008). Stepping stones to achieving your doctorate.  Maidenhead: Open University Press, 
2008.  
Wellington, J. et al. (2005). Succeeding with your doctorate London: SAGE. [Print and e-book] 
Williams, K. (2010). Planning your PhD.  Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Wisker, G. (2008). The postgraduate research handbook : succeed with your MA, MPhil, EdD and PhD. 
2nd ed.  Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  
  
 
3) Writing your thesis 
Guides to the preparation, writing and examination of a PhD thesis.  
 
Allison, B. and Race, P. (2004). The student's guide to preparing dissertations and theses. 2nd ed.  
London: Routledge Farmer. [Print and e-book] 
Brewer, R. C. (2007). Your PhD thesis: how to plan, draft, revise and edit your thesis.  Abergele: 
Studymates. 
Burton, S. and Steane, P. (eds.) (2004). Surviving your thesis.  London: Routledge. 
Dunleavy, P. (2003). Authoring a PhD: how to plan, draft, write and finish a doctoral thesis or 
dissertation.  Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. [Print and e-book] 
Murray, R. (2011). How to write a thesis. 3rd ed. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill/Open University Press. [Print 
and e-book] 
Oliver, P. (2008). Writing your thesis. 2nd ed.  London: SAGE.  
Orna, E. and Stevens, G. (2009). Managing information for research: practical help in researching, 
writing and designing dissertations. 2nd ed.  Maidenhead: Open University Press. 
Thomas, R. M. (2008). Theses and dissertations: a guide to planning, research, and writing. 2nd ed.  
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.  
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